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The ISE Assembly meeting, which was held in Lisbon on June 4, 2005, was attended by 31
participants representing 30 European organizations (see list of participants below).

At the opening of the meeting, Jose Mariano Gago announced his resignation as Chairman of the
Initiative for Science in Europe (ISE) due to his recent appointment as Minister of Science,
Technology and higher Education of Portugal.

THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH CounciL (ERC)

Jose Mariano Gago recalled that the impetus for the creation of ISE was the European Research
Council and the need to involve the scientific community in science policy. He then reported on
recent developments on the ERC at the political level and led a discussion on the topic. He
notably reiterated the essential role played by the scientific community in the establishment of
the ERC, but warned against any complacency for “everything would be going smoothly and in
the right direction”. He also advocated the need to identify “stupid ideas” such as “public funding
is enough, what is missing is private funding” and “funding for basic research is sufficient, what is
failing in Europe is the translation of research results into innovation” and to argue against these
stereotypes. And he encouraged the scientific community and ISE to pursue their efforts.

His report on the ERC included the following points:

e The Competitiveness Council, which includes the science ministers of the EU member
states, unanimously support the establishment of an ERC. Furthermore, the general
mood in the Council is to add pressure to ensure that the Commission is not in charge of
the ERC.

e Two issues seem to create reservations. Firstly, France is afraid that too large a share of
the budget would go to the social sciences and humanities; however, the country is
isolated on this question. Secondly, several countries would like to know more about the
connections between the ERC and applied research.

e The major problem faced by the ERC concerns the budgetary issue. According to the EC
proposal on the financial perspectives for the period 2007-2013, the budget of the
Framework programme 7 (FP7) would double, compared to FP6, and the share of the
ERC would represent 16% of the total FP7 budget. It now is clear that the doubling will
not be obtained. According to Gago, a 30% hike seems a reasonable guess, which would
imply a reduction of the budget of all FP7 actions. In this context, the ERC budget share,
16% in the proposal, would probably also be reduced. A possible way to achieve this
result would be that Council reduces the duration of FP7 from 7 years (as proposed by
the Commission) to 4 years (similar to the previous FPs). Indeed, the EC FP7 proposal
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integrates a stepwise increase of the budget, the major increase coming during the last
three years.

o Difficult decisions (e.g. discussions on the remit of the ERC) will come after the budget is
approved and stakeholders must prepare for difficult fights. Gago also emphasized the
need to “keep the politicians away from the debate on what the ERC should do”.
Lobbying, at this stage, for issues such as focusing the ERC programmes on young
investigators would open the door to political interference.

Jose Mariano Gago also announced that a first informal Council of Competitiveness meeting
under the British Presidency of the EU would be held in Cardiff on July 11, 2005. The final report
of the Identification Committee chaired by Lord Patten will be presented there. On the other
hand, concerns were raised that the Commission may currently consider substituting an Advisory
Board to the ERC Council. Gago therefore argued that ISE should firmly object to this
development and provide support to the British Presidency, which seems to be a strong advocate
of the independence of the ERC, through a public appeal in support of the ERC. At a later stage,
ISE should also prepare a response to the final EC proposals.

It was decided that the ISE Steering Committee would draft the proposed appeal to be released
at the time of the Cardiff informal Council of Competitiveness. The appeal would:

O Present arguments in favour of the establishment of the ERC (economic justification; first
European instrument for frontier research, which could set the pace and standards to
inspire national systems; etc).

O Reiterate the characteristics of the ERC (all sciences, excellence, etc).

O Argue for a significant budget (1 to 1.5 b€/year) and the independence (programmes
and how the money is spent) of the ERC.

O Warn against a concomitant reduction of national budgets and the risk that countries do
not fund what the ERC funds.

O React critically to the report of the Identification Committee, should ISE be able to obtain
a copy of it in due time.

The Steering Committee will determine a dissemination strategy to maximise the impact of the
appeal. This may take the form of a publication in a major newspaper such as the Financial
Times, for instance, or in newspapers all across Europe. The appeal will be sent to all the
Members of the European Parliament and the members of the CREST Committee.

The appeal will be provided to all ISE members for use/adaptation. They will be invited to publish
the appeal in their newsletters and send it to their own members to encourage its use at the
national level.
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FUTURE OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES OF ISE

A discussion addressed the scope of action for ISE in the coming months and years. Julio Celis
stressed that there is still much to do on the ERC (reaction to the Identification Committee report
and the EC proposals), but not so much in terms of activities. Another role of ISE could be the
one of watchdog. The FP7 proposal also raises a lot of questions (technology initiatives, security
research, human resources, research infrastructures, simplicity, etc) that should be addressed.
Furthermore, FP7 is more relevant than the ERC for some ISE members whose research is more
tightly connected to industry.

Julio Celis suggested that ISE should focus on the creation of a vision for science in Europe,
which would be a long-term project requiring the active participation of all organizations. He also
listed a series of topics that could be integrated in the vision: the researcher charter (which the
Commission wants to make mandatory, a step that was heavily criticized by Gago), young
investigator’'s careers, human resources, infrastructures, involvement of patients and consumers
organizations in support of science, the use of scientific expertise (notably by the Commission),
etc.

The importance of bringing science to politicians (and not only involving scientists in policy
making) was stressed. This could be done by organizing/participating in hearings of the European
Parliament.

Other than the watchdog role and the publication of statements on specific issues, Jose Mariano
Gago advocated that conference organization is the trademark of ISE. Hence, the Initiative
should, as a rule, organize an annual conference on hot European science policy themes (science
education, jobs, scientific expertise, integrity, etc), an event that could not be ignored and,
hence, would provide visibility to the Initiative. The suggestion was a little controversial, as ISE
should not compete with ESOF. Furthermore, it raises the question of the financing of such
events. Organizing satellite sessions or, better, plenary sessions (to maximise the attendance) on
science policy at ISE member’s conferences, with the participation of other ISE members, was
considered a more reasonable alternative. Finally, Gago suggested that ISE could organize an
“Index of science policy development”, which would combine participation of ISE members and
media interest.

The objectives and activities of ISE will require further discussion. In the coming months,
therefore, ISE will focus on the ERC and the framework programme 7.
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ISE GOVERNING STRUCTURE

Given the resignation of Jose Mariano Gago, a new ISE Chairperson must be appointed. It was
decided that the Steering Committee would make a proposal concerning the new Chairperson
and the duration of his/her mandate (1 to 2 years) before the ISE Assembly, which should
appoint him/her at its next Assembly meeting in the fall. A Deputy or Vice-Chair would also be
appointed, who would succeed the Chairperson at the end of his/her mandate. In the meantime,
Julio Celis, Secretary General of the Federation of European Biochemical Societies (FEBS), will
assume the interim chairmanship of ISE.

A new Steering Committee will also be elected at the next ISE Assembly meeting on the basis
of a proposal made by the current Committee. A rapid turnover of its members would allow all
ISE member organizations to participate relatively rapidly in the Steering Committee, thereby
promoting trust, commitment and involvement. The proposal should however take into
consideration the necessary stability and continuity that is required for the Steering Committee to
carry out its duties.

ISE MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCIAL ISSUES

Many meeting participants believed that it was necessary to foster the commitment of ISE
members to strengthen the Initiative. For this purpose, a membership fee should be
established, which could take the form of a voluntary contribution with a minimum and a
maximum. This could, at least in part, be a way to tackle the issue of the budget of ISE. A
proposal will be made by the Steering Committee at the next ISE Assembly meeting. An ISE
business model, however, must be further discussed.

It was also suggested that ISE should develop a “corporate identity”, which could notably be
obtained by providing documents on the output of previous activities, updating the website of the
Initiative and linking it to the websites of the members. This, however, would require a more
formal type of affiliation to the Initiative and will be discussed at the next Assembly meeting.

Finally, it was suggested that the membership of ISE should be broadened, notably to
incorporate more organizations representative of the human and social sciences.

ISE members are invited to communicate to the secretariat a list of organizations, including

contact details, which could be contacted to join ISE.

The next ISE Assembly meeting will be organized towards

the end of September or early October 2005.
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L1ST OF PARTICIPANTS

Organizers

Prof. Jose Mariano Gago

Chair, Initiative for Science in Europe (ISE)
Minister of Science, Technology and
Higher Education

Estrada das Laranjeirias 205

Lisboa, Portugal

E-mail: mgago@mctes.gov.pt

Participants

Dr. Peter Allenspach

European Neutron Scattering Association (ENSA)
Paul Scherrer Institute (PSI)

CH-5232 Villigen PSI, Switzerland

Tel: +41 56 310 2527

E-mail: peter.allenspach@psi.ch

Dr. Christian Boulin

European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL)
Meyerhofstrasse 1,

D-69117 Heidelberg, Germany

Tel: +49 6221 387 8350

E-mail: boulin@embl.de

Prof. Julio Celis

Federation of European Biochemical Societies (FEBS)
Danish Cancer Society

Strandboulevarden 49

DK-2100 Copenhagen O, Denmark

Tel.: +45 3525 7364

E-mail: jec@cancer.dk

Prof. Miguel Azevedo Coutinho

European Society for Soil Conservation (ESSC)
Instituto Superior Técnico, Dept. of Civil Engineering
Av. Rovisco Pais

P-1049-001 Lisboa, Portugal

Tel: + 351 21 841 8156

E-mail: macout@civil.ist.utl.pt

Prof. Maria Carmo Fonseca

European Life Scientist Organization (ELSO)
Instituto de Medicina Mol., Faculdade de Medicine
Av. Prof. Egas Muniz, P-1649-028 Lisboa, Portugal
Tel: +351 21 7999411

E-mail: carmo.fonseca@fm.ul.pt

Prof. Dave Garner

European Association for Chem. and Mol. Sciences
(EuCheMS)

School of Chemistry, University of Nottingham
University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 115 951 4188

E-mail: Dave.Garner@nottingham.ac.uk

Prof. Jean-Charles Lagree

European Sociological Association (ESA)
IRESCO-ULISS

59-61 rue Pouchet

F-75849 Paris cedex 17, France

Tel: +33 1 4025 1228

E-mail: lagree@ext.jussieu.fr

Dr Luc van Dyck

Initiative for Science in Europe (ISE)

C/o European Life Sciences Forum (ELSF)
Meyerhofstrasse 1

D-69117 Heidelberg, Germany

Tel.: +49 6221 8891 552

E-mail: luc.vandyck@elsf.org

Dr. Duarte Borba

European Fusion Develop. Agreement (EFDA JET)
Culham Science Centre

0OX14 3DB Abingdon, UK

Tel: +44 1235 465270

E-mail: Duarte.Borba@jet.efda.org

Prof. Stephen Challacombe

Int. & American Associations for Dental Research

Director of External Development

Guys, Kings College and St Thomas' Dental Institute, Kings
College London, Floor 28 Guys Tower

Guys Hospital, London SE1 9RT

Tel: +44 20 7188 4374

E-mail: mariska.adamson@kcl.ac.uk

Prof. Milton da Costa

Federation of Eur. Microbiological Societies (FEMS)
Departamento de Bioquimica

Universidade de Coimbra

P-3001-401 Coimbra, Portugal

Tel: +351-239824024

E-mail: milton@ci.uc.pt

Prof. Laszlo Fesus

European Cell Death Organization (ECDO)
Dept. of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Nagyerdei krt. 98

H-4012Debrecen, Hungary

Tel: +36 30 9536996

E-mail: fesus@indi.biochem.dote.hu

Prof. Teresa Judice Gamito

European Association of Archaeologists (EAA)
University of Algarve, Campus de Gambelas
P-8000-117 Faro, Portugal

Tel: +351 965078991

E-mail: tgamito@ualg.pt

Prof. Martin Huber

European Physical Society (EPS)
Laboratory for Astrophysics

Paul Scherrer Institut

CH-5232 Villigen Psi, Switzerland
Tel: +41 79 286 6362

E-mail: mceh@bluewin.ch

Prof. Luc Lemaire

European Mathematical Society (EMS)
Rue Belliard 9-13

B-1040 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2 213 35 46

E-mail: llemaire@ulb.ac.be
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Prof. Louisa Lima

European Assoc. of Exp. Social Psychology (EAESP)
Dept of Social and Organizational Psychology
Instituto Sup. de Ciéncias do Trabalho e da Empresa
Av. das Forcas Armadas, 1649-026 Lisboa, Portugal
Tel: +351 21 790 32 15

E-mail: luisa.lima@iscte.pt

Prof. Rodrigo Ferrao de Paiva Martins
European Materials Research Society (E-MRS)
DCM/FCTUNL, Campus da FCTUNL
P-2829-516 Monte de Caparica, Portugal

Tel: + 351 21 2948564

E-mail: rm@uninova.pt

Dr. Dagmar Meyer

Marie Curie Fellowship Association (MCFA)
Mathematisches Institut, Universitat Gottingen
Mauerstr. 21, D-37073 Goettingen, Germany
Tel: +49-551-397817

E-mail: dmeyer@mariecurie.org

Prof. Jean-Dominique Polack
European Acoustics Association (EAA)
Laboratoire d'Acoustique Musicale

11, rue de Lourmel

F-75015 Paris, France

Tel. +33 1 53 95 43 36

E-mail: polack@ccr.jussieu.fr

Dr. Ricardo Serrédo Santos

European MARS Network

Director, Department of Oceanography and Fisheries
Pro-Rector, University of the Azores

PT-9901-862 Horta (Azores), Portugal

Tel: +351.292200407

E-mail: ricardo@notes.horta.uac.pt

Dr. John Smith

European University Association
Rue d'Egmont, 13

B-1000 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2 230 55 44

E-mail: John.Smith@eua.be

Prof. Reinder van Duinen
European Science Foundation (ESF)
1, quai Lezay Marnésia

F-67080 Strashbourg Cedex, France
E-mail: rjvanduinen@zonnet.nl

Prof. Denis Weaire

Academia Europaea

Physics Dept., Trinity College Dublin
Dublin, Ireland

Tel: +353 1 608 1055

E-mail: dweaire@tcd.ie
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Prof. Magda Lola

Marie Curie Fellowship Association (MCFA)
University of Patras

Taygetou 22, Ag. Anargiri

Athens 13562, Greece

Tel: +30 2610 996208

E-mail: Magda.Lola@cern.ch

Dr. Karin Metzlaff

European Plant Science Organization (EPSO)
Technologiepark 927

B-9052 Gent, Belgium

Tel: +32-9-331-3810

E-mail: Karin.Metzlaff@psb.ugent.be

Dr. Andrew Moore

European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO)
Meyerhofstrasse 1

D-69117 Heidelberg, Germany

Tel.: +49 6221 8891 109

E-mail: Andrew.moore@embo.org

Prof. Claudina Rodrigues-Pousada

Federation of European Biochemical Societies (FEBS)
Genomics and Stress Laboratory

ITOB, apartado 127

2781-901 Oeiras Codex, Portugal

Tel.: + 351 21 4469624

E-mail: claudina@itgb.unl.pt

Prof. Ligia Saraiva

European Federation of Biotechnology (EFB)
Instituto Tecnologia Quimica e Biologica
Apartado 127 Av. da Republica

P-2781-901 Oeiras, Portugal.

Tel: +351 21 4469 328

E-mail: Ist@itgb.unl.pt

Prof. Peter Tindemans

EuroScience

Jozef Israelslaan 41

NL-2596 AN The Hague, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 6 2044 1945

E-mail: peter@tindemans.demon.nl

Dr. Hans van Leeuwen

European Calcified Tissues Society (ECTS)

Department of Internal Medicine, Room Ee526

Erasmus University Medical Center, Dr. Molewaterplein 50
NI-3015 GE Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

Tel: +31-10-4633405

E-mail: j.vanleeuwen@erasmusmec.nl



